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Erosion control measures must be in place before the onset of 
winter rains. Most permitting agencies require these measures 
to be fully installed by mid to late October. This means that 
any grading or earth disturbance needs to take place prior 
to this time, usually June 15th through October 15th. 

Planting is best done after the first rains when the soil begins to moisten. 
Container plants can be planted through February. Biotechnical 
erosion control projects or planting projects requiring willow sprigs 
need to be done in the narrow window between when the willows 
lose their leaves and heavy rains begin, usually around December.

Getting help from your local RCD or NRCS office

The following is helpful information to have on 
hand before calling for technical assistance:

•	 Name and contact information.

•	 Written directions to your property.

•	 Are you an agricultural producer? What type of production?

•	 Do you harvest timber?

•	 Map and/or aerial photos of your property 
showing the project location.

•	 Soils information, if available, on the project site.

•	 Any monitoring information, such as photos.

•	 Your questions.

•	 Your goals.

Within city limits

Work within city limits may be subject to additional regulations beyond 
those in place for unincorporated areas of the watershed. These ordinances 
vary from city to city and should be checked as part of project planning 
as local regulations can influence your project implementation timeline.
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permit agency area of concern

1600 Streambed 
Alteration Agreement

CA Department of 
Fish and Game

Section 1600 of the Fish and Game Code 
requires a permit for any action taking place 
in the bed, bank, or channel of a stream. 

401 Certification, 
Waiver of Waste 
Discharge 
Requirement 

North Coast Regional 
Water Quality Control 
Board 

Section 401 of the Federal Clean Water 
Act ensures that actions in or near stream 
channels do not increase the level of 
pollutants in streams—including sediment 
and temperature.

404 Permit, Section 
10 Consultation   

US Army Corps of 
Engineers

Section 404 of the Clean Water Act requires 
Army Corps authorization for work that 
may result in a sediment discharge into a 
wetland or stream. Section 10 of the Rivers 
and Harbors Act requires Corps authorization 
for work or structures that affect navigable 
waters.

Incidental Take US Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS)

USFWS is concerned with recovery of 
species of animals or plants that are listed 
as either threatened or endangered under 
the Federal Endangered Species Act. For 
the Russian River watershed, these species 
include steelhead trout, Coho salmon, 
California freshwater shrimp, California 
tiger salamander, and many plants. Under 
the federal Endangered Species Act, take 
means “to harass, harm, pursue, hunt, 
shoot, wound, kill, trap, capture, or collect” 
listed species. Incidental take means take 
of listed species while carrying out otherwise 
lawful activities. Incidental take is authorized 
through the issuance of a permit from the 
federal government.

Incidental Take, or 
Sect. 10 of the ESA 

NOAA Fisheries 
(formerly National 
Marine Fisheries 
Service)

NOAA requires written authorization for 
projects that may affect anadromous fish, 
such as salmon and steelhead.
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permit agency area of concern

Grading & Drainage Sonoma County 
Permit and Resource 
Management 
Department (PRMD), 
Mendocino County 
Planning & Building 
Services

Projects that involve excavation of more 
than 2 feet in depth and/or fill of more than 
50 cubic yards require a Grading Permit. 
Sonoma County has a grading permit 
exception for fisheries restoration projects. 
Check with PRMD to see if your project 
qualifies.

Zoning Sonoma County 
Permit and Resource 
Management 
Department

Zoning permits are discretionary, meaning 
they need to be covered by the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), and are 
usually required for work in biotic or scenic 
resource zones. 

Building Sonoma County 
Permit and Resource 
Management 
Department, 
Mendocino County 
Planning & Building 
Services

Any new structure, including a bridge, 
requires a building permit. 

Roiling Sonoma County 
Permit and Resource 
Management 
Department

A Roiling Permit is required when a natural 
waterway will be disturbed by construction 
activity.  

Coastal Development Sonoma County 
Permit and Resource 
Management 
Department, 
Mendocino County 
Planning & Building 
Services

Work within the Coastal Zone requires a 
Coastal Permit.



stewardship guide for the russian river | 35

Who’s Who: Russian River Watershed Directory

In 2006, the Sotoyome Resource Conservation District assembled 
this directory of professionals, educators, organizations, governmental 
agencies, and individuals with an active interest in natural resource 
management and stewardship. Rather than provide an exhaustive 
list of entities and organizations related to resource conservation in 
the Russian River Watershed, users of this guide are encouraged to 
refer to the Sotoyome RCD’s Russian River Watershed Directory: 
www.sotoyomercd.org/RussianRiver/RRWatershedDirectory2006.pdf

Selected References and Publications (available at your local RCD)

Stream and Riparian Management

A Guide to Restoring Native Riparian Habitat in the Russian 
River Watershed. Circuit Rider Productions, Inc. and 
the Sonoma County Water Agency. 1998. 

Creek Care Guide, A Guide of Rural Landowners and 
Residents of Petaluma and Sonoma Creek Watersheds. Southern 
Sonoma Resource Conservation District. 1995.

California Salmonid Stream Habitat Restoration Handbook. California 
Department of Fish and Game. 1998 with updated sections.

resources
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Creek Steward Handbook. City of Santa Rosa Public Works 
Department/Sonoma County Water Agency.

Stream Crossing Inventory and Fish Passage Evaluation Final 
Report, 2003. Taylor, Ross N., Thomas D. Grey, Anabel 
L. Knoche, and Michael Love. Russian River 

Fish Facts; Salmon and Steelhead Trout. Laurel Marcus for 
the Sotoyome Resource Conservation District 1997

Invasive Plant Management

The Weed Workers’ Handbook. The Watershed Project 
and California Invasive Plant Council. 2004

Invasive Plants of California’s Wildlands. Bossard, Carla, John Randall, 
and Marc Hoshovsky, University of California Press, 2000.

Erosion Control/Roads

Groundwork—A Handbook For Small Scale Erosion Control in 
Coastal California, 2nd Edition, 2007. Prunuske Chatham, 
Inc. for Marin Resource Conservation District

Handbook for Forest and Ranch Roads: A Guide for planning, 
designing, constructing, reconstructing, maintaining and closing wildland 
roads. Weaver, William E, and Danny K. Hagans. 1994. 

Livestock and Grazing Management

Grazing Handbook: A Guide for Resource Managers in Coastal California. 
Lisa Bush, Certified Rangeland Specialist, for Sotoyome RCD, 2006.

Managing Riparian Pastures in the Marin Resource Conservation District. A 
Collaborative Effort of UC Cooperative Extension, Jeffrey Creque, 
PhD, and the Marin Resource Conservation District, 2005

Fact Sheets for Horse Owners. Alameda County RCD. 
www.acrcd.org/ForRuralLandowners/EquineFacilities.aspx

Native Plant Nurseries

The following is a partial listing of 
the local resources available to 
landowners interested in planting 
native plants or installing erosion 
control measures. If you are shop-
ping at another nursery or home 
improvement store just make sure 
to inquire about whether or not 
their plants are native to the area.

Appleton Forestry 
(by appointment only) 
1369 Tilton Road 
Sebastopol, CA 95472 
707.823.3776

California Flora Nursery 
Somers & D Street | PO Box 3 
Fulton, CA 95439 
707.528.8813 
www.calfloranursery.com

Mendocino College Ag Department 
1000 Hensley Creek Road 
Ukiah, CA 95482 
707.468.3000

Anderson Valley Nursery 
18151 Mountain View Rd. 
Boonville, CA  
707.895.3853

(continued next page)
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Native Plant Nurseries (cont.)

The Center for Environmental and 
Social Stewardship  
Native Plant Nursery 
9619 Old Redwood Highway 
Windsor, CA 95492 
707. 838.6641

Le Ballisters Seed 
1250 Sebastopol Road 
Santa Rosa, CA 95407 
707.526.6733 
www.leballistersseed.com

Jail Industries Plant Nursery 
(by appointment only) 
2254 Ordinance Road 
Santa Rosa, CA 95403 
707. 525.8310

Erosion Control Suppliers 
Cameron and Cameron, Inc. 
1176 River Road 
Fulton, CA 95439 
707. 546.7706

Horse Owners Guide to Water Quality Protection. Council of 
Bay Area Resource Conservation Districts 2001.

Water Conservation and Quality

Sustainable Agriculture Network. Smart Water Use on Your Farm or Ranch. 
www.sare.org/publications/water.htm UC Cooperative Extension. 
Farm Maps. Farm Water Quality Planning Reference Sheet 7.4

Storing Runoff from Winter Rains. Publication 8211. Schwankl, 
Lawrence et al., UC Cooperative Extension. 

Vineyards

Code of Sustainable Winegrowing Practices Workbook. California 
Association of Winegrape Growers, December 2006.

Vineyard Site Assessment Guide: A primer for effective interaction 
with resource and regulatory agencies in Sonoma County. Lewis, 
David et al. UC Cooperative Extension. 2002.

The Vineyard Manual, A Grapegrower’s Manual for Vineyard Development and 
Maintenance. Southern Sonoma Resource Conservation District, 1993

Fish Friendly Farming Certification Program. Laurel Marcus for the 
Sotoyome Resource Conservation District. 1998 & 2002.

Fire Safety

Fire Safe Sonoma. Living with Fire in Sonoma County: A Guide 
for the Homeowner. Mendocino County Fire Safe Council. 
Wildfire Risk Assessment: www.firesafemendocino.org.

Home

The House and Garden Audit: Protecting Your Family’s Health and Improving 
the Environment: A Guidebook to Reducing Your Impacts on the Environment. 
Laurel Marcus for the Sotoyome Resource Conservation District. 2001.
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Compost

On Farm Composting Handbook. www.nraes.org

Septic Systems

The Homeowner’s Guide to Septic System Operation. 
Sotoyome Resource Conservation District. 2004. 
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The Stewardship Guide for the Russian River was 
adapted from several publications, including:

Santa Cruz County Stream Care Guide (2003) County 
of Santa Cruz Planning Department

Creek Care: A Guide for Urban Marin Residents (1997) 
Marin County Department of Public Works

Creek Care: A Guide for Rural Landowners and Residents of 
Petaluma and Sonoma Creek Watersheds (2001) Southern 
Sonoma County Resource Conservation District

Groundwork: A Handbook for Small-Scale Erosion Control in Coastal 
California (2nd ed., 2007) Marin Resource Conservation District

Navarro River Guide to Watershed Care and Restoration (2005) 
Mendocino County Resource Conservation District

contributing documents



Every attempt has been made to assure that the information contained in this publication is accurate.  
The Sotoyome Resource Conservation District assumes no responsibility and disclaims any liability for any 
injury or damage resulting from the use or effect of any product or information specified in this publication.


